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the village chiefs have not, but with this exception they are
next door to autocrats, though after a familiar sort, and in
concert with their local Mejlis. The very state clues are by
them collected after their own estimation., and sent in accord-
ingly ; and it is seldom that questions are asked at Mascat why
more arrives, or why less. In return, all are sincerely attached
to Thoweynee., whose party is strong here, and are ready for war
in his defence if required; in short it is an easy-going people,
under easy-going chiefs, beneath an easy-going king, well con-
tented with their condition in this world, and for the next
rather inclined to "jump the thought" of it, at least in com-
parison with their Wahhabee neighbours.

The night wore on; the K'hawah was lighted by a large
five-wicked lamp of bronze placed in the centre, besides a
smaller luminary in a niche at the farther end. The greatest
speciality of the meeting was a dance, much to my satisfaction,
as I had often heard of these performances in 'Oman but never
yet witnessed them. On this occasion, while sweet cakes,
pistachio-nuts, and the like " small gear" was being served
round, twenty men appeared, in saffron-stained dresses and
long braided hair, each a sword or buckler in his hand. On
entering the K'hlwah they divided themselves into two bands
of ten and ten, and went through a series of very pretty evolu-
tions, something between a mock combat and a contredanse,
heating time on their targets, and animating themselves into
wild activity, Nabtee songs followed, and we then broke up
and returned home.

Next morning at an early hour my companions set themselves
on their way for Zakee, and would fain have taken me with
them, but I did not feel myself equal to an onward journey.
Our host'Okeyl, seeing me weary and weak, offered to procure
me a donkey for the way to Kamlee, a village close by Mascat,
and this I willingly accepted; while Zolifim and his comrades
bade me a hearty farewell, with hopes of meeting again, though
I hardly know how or when that may be ; and I mounted my
noble beast, taking the northward road for Kamlec accompanied
by a lad of Eesheyr. Following our track across the undulating-
plain, jotted with little groves, and partly resembling some
spots of the Deccan, in the neighbourhood of Poonah for
example, we reached after about three hours the low rocky